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NOTES AND ABSTRACTS 

Volkskraft und Sozialpolitik. — ^The social-political and economic reforms in 
Germany of the past generation were the outcome not of scientific study but of popular 
sympathy with the lower classes; that is true of such statesmen as Bismarck and of the 
economists Brentano, Wagner, and Schmoller. The prevailing reformers aim to 
influence the distribution of wealth in the interest of the weaker element in society, but 
to do so by controlling the wage system, not by removing it. The recent health exhibit 
in Dresden illustrates the need of thoroughgoing investigations of the housing, food, 
clothing, and working conditions. — Richard Ehrenberg, ArchivfUr exakte Wirtschafts- 
forschung, Heft 2, 191 2. Y. S. 

Der Mensch. — G. Sergi, the Italian anthropologist, has arrived at important 
conclusions as to the habitat and characteristics of the primitive race of man. The 
older theory of the Asiatic origin of the European Aryan race is discredited by Sergi; 
furthermore he sets up the hypothesis of the African origin of the dolichocephahc 
European; the European race is a species of the Notanthropos genus whose original 
habitat was central Africa. There is a close relationship between the short, dark 
Mediterranean and the blond, northern Baltic types, showing one origin for both. 
Another theory in contradiction to the current one is that the dark, dolichocephalic 
Aryan type of Asia and India had its origin in Europe. Sergl's classification of races, 
which establishes the polygenetic origin of man, could be modified without violation of 
the facts by making the European {Neanderthal) species distinct from the Homo afer 
(Negro) species. — H. A. Wieth-Knudsen, Archiv fur Rassen- und Gesellschafts- 
Biohgie, March and April, 1912. Y. S. 

Das franzSsische Gesetz uber die Altersversicherung der Arbeiter. — In 

passing the old-age insurance bill of April, 1910, the French government was mistaken 
in regard to the attitude of the working classes toward the act. It was expected that 
ten milhon would avail themselves of this legislation, but only about one-fourth that 
number have been insured. Although the bill made the insurance of all employees 
obligatory, the government caimot enforce the measure since the court held that the 
employer could not deduct the employee's share from the wages without consent. The 
features of the bill which were distasteful to the socialists were that the age at which 
benefits were paid was fixed at sixty-five years, which was already a reduction of five 
years as compared with the English, Belgium, and German laws, and that the 
employees were compelled to pay a share toward the ftmd. To meet the desires of the 
people, the age Hmit has been reduced to sixty years, and the government has increased 
its quota to the fund from sixty francs to one hundred francs per capita. — Charles Gide, 
ZeUschrift fur Volksmrtschaft, Sozialpolitik und Verwaltung, Heft 2, 191 2. Y. S. 

Die deutsche wirtschaftsgeschichtliche Literatur und der Urspning des 
Maixismus. — The economic interpretation of history had its origin in a series of 
German writers before Marx's Manifesto of 1848. The historical, juristic, and 
Romanticist literature of the first half of the nineteenth century contains views similar 
to those found in Marx and Engels. Among those writers is Georg von Raumer, who 
expresses clearly the economic interpretation. It is difiicult to estimate Marx's 
indebtedness to this rich German literature. Although critics have shown the influence 
on Marx of French and EngHsh works, no attention has been paid to this historical 
German literature, with the exception of Hegel and Lorenz von Stein. Irrespective of 
its influence on Marx, it is noteworthy that the economic interpretation of history 
originated not with Marx, as is generally held, but with a number of German historians 
and economists. — G. v. Below, Jahrbuchfiir Nationalokonomie und Statistik, May, 1912. 

Y. S. 
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Wieviel Menschen kann die Erde emahren? — The question of how many- 
people the earth could support depends on the extent of the available area of cultivation 
and the standards of life of the people. Only about fifty-six million square kilometers 
— a little less than one-half the total area of the six continents — are capable of cultiva- 
tion. The standards of life are not uniform in the various countries; for the American 
standard of life about i . 2 hectars are needed per capita; this is twice as high as the 
German and about ten times as high as the Japanese standard. It is estimated that 
according to the American standard of life the earth could support a population of 
about 2,333 million, according to the German standard about S,6oo million, and 
according to the Japanese standard about 22,400 miUion. By more intensive cultiva- 
tion and by securing new material for fertilizers it would be possible to increase the 
food supply. — Karl BaUod, Jahrbuchfur Gesetzgebung, Verwaltung und Volkswirtschaft, 
Heft 2, 1912. 

Die Wurzeln des Syndikalismus in Frankreich. — Syndicalism in France is the 
outgrowth not of the French temjierament, but of the undeveloped capitalistic and 
large-scale production. The trade unions are therefore weak and impractical organiza- 
tions; their hostile attitude toward the government is inconsistent with their policy of 
accepting governmental subsidies in strikes; their finances are unsound because the 
members object to being taxed. For a long time the syndicaUsts refrained from strikes 
and elections, waiting for the ultimate revolutionary general strike. With the develop- 
ment of industry the party will become more practical and more like German sociaUsts. 
— Gustav Eckstein, Die Neue Zeit, May 17, May 30, and June 7, 1912. Y. S. 

Die Entstehung der Exomagie. — Monogamy and endogamy were the earliest 
marriage institutions; only after the institution of exogamy did polygamy arise. The 
theory of Morgan and Fraser as to the exogamous marriage is untenable because it 
imputes a rationalist motive to primitive man; the biological theory of Atkinson and 
the anthropological hypothesis of Lang, also, fail to explain the origin of exogamy. 
The correct hypothesis is probably that of MacLennan — from the sociological phe- 
nomenon of the rape of women in war time — with the modification that the rape took 
place in times of peace among the members of the same tribe. After this arose 
polyandrous and polygynous marriages (Gruppenehe) at one and the same time. 
This was followed by monogamy. — W. Wundt, Archiv filr Rechts- und Wirtschafts- 
Philosophie, January, April, and July, 1912. Y. S. 

Die Motive der Zunftbildung im deutschen Mittelalter. — A study of the 
Zunflbriefe of the twelfth century shows that the economic was the only possible motive 
for the formation of guilds, and that the general explanation of the motive is erroneous. 
With the increase in the population and in the flow of immigrants into the towns a 
rise in industrial competition made it necessary to prohibit outside competition and to 
control the sales within the town; this led to the combination of artisans. Other 
purposes, such as religion and sociability, are secondary. — G. v. Below, Historische 
Zeitschrift, Heft i, 1912. Y. S. 

Die Gnindlage der Ethik. — From sociology we learn that there is no universal 
moral principle, but that all manners and customs have at some time been regarded as 
moral. Morality is relative, yet the evolution of moral ideas has been along a certain 
line. In this progressive development of the human consciousness has appeared the 
principle of the unfolding of personaUty. The root of this principle of humanity is not 
material well-being, nor egoism and altruism. It springs from tie aesthetic nature of 
man. This principle is 3ie impelling force to action and art. — A. Eleutheropulos, 
Zeitschrift filr Philosophie und philosophische Kritik, June, 1912. Y. S. 

Recent Discussions of Moral Evolution. — During the last five years the 
literature on moral evolution has given very important assistance in answering the 
questions: (i) What is the origin of the idea or feeUng of moral obligation? (2) In 
what respects has there been evolution and what are the chief stages in the process ? 
(3) What are the causes of moral evolution? (4) What criterion shall be used in 
judging the evolution? — ^J. H. Tufts, Harvard Theological Review, April, 1912. 

E. H. S. 
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Die Struktur des franziisischen Geistes. — There are always certain tendencies 
common to the people of a given nation in their activities in the most dififerent fields 
of culture. The reactions of the French people have been determined by arbitrary, 
uniform, and stereotyped norms, which lack adaptation to local conditions. This 
national characteristic is evident in the symmetrical division of the territory, uniform 
governmental organization, uniform work-day for all industries, centralized executive 
power, analytical and ideological type of thinking, development of Utopian socialism, 
and of the Esperanto language, straight lines and symmetry in gardens, etc. — Ernst 
Bernhard, Logos, Heft i, 1912. E. H. S. 

Modem Social Changes and Legislation as They Affect the Medical Profes- 
sion. — In the past the relationship between the doctor and his patient was always 
direct, with the object of restoration of the patient to health and of guidance for the 
future. Modem social and legislative changes have interfered with this personal and 
direct relationship and introduced other purposes to the harm of both patient and 
doctor. The most important of these changes are the friendly societies, workmen's 
compensation, midwives act, and the national insurance act. — E. N. Nason, British 
MedicalJournal, July 13, 1912. E. H. S. 

Sanity and Insanity. — The great increase of insanity in London is more 
apparent than real and is due to {a) raising the standards of sanity, (6) the declining 
death-rate of registered lunatics, (c) the fact that asylums are being substituted for 
infirmaries for aged persons because of the better care given in asylums. The first step 
in prevention is the study of causes of insanity; this study has so far revealed neuro- 
pathic heredity as the most important result. Statistics from the London County 
Asylum show that there is a diminishing risk of the child of an insane parent becoming 
insane after he has reached the age of twenty-five. When the first attack of insanity 
occiurs in the parent, the children for the most part have aE been born; sterilization 
would therefore be applicable to relatively few parents admitted to hospitals; those 
offspring of insane parents who are afflicted with adolescent insanity would be dis- 
qualified for propagation by marriage by their incurable mental affection in a large 
number of instances; for them also sterilization would not be generally applicable. 
From a eugenic point of view the higher-grade imbeciles and moral defectives are the 
dangerous cases. — F. W. Mott, Journal of the Royal Sanitary Institute, July, 191 2. 

Changes in the Conception and Treatment of Insanity during the Past 
Twenty-eight Years. — The early confusion in regard to the nature of insanity was 
first resolved by the pathologists who aimed to establish a pathological basis for the 
different forms of insanity; this was supplemented later by the work of the clinical 
school, which attempted to differentiate the forms of insanity by careful study of 
symptoms. In the latest period, associated with the names of Freud and Jimg, 
pathology is no longer tolerated; insanity is explained psychologically, as the dis- 
sociation of the ego. Though there has been progress in our knowledge of insanity, 
there has been little progress in our treatment of it; state regulation of marriage, 
sterilization of the unfit, and psychotherapy are proposed as prophylaxis, but they are 
of doubtful value because they fail to recognize that we cannot make progress without 
that condition of the brain which makes for insanity. — John Turner, British Medical 
Journal, Jxdy 13, 1912. E. H. S. 

The Regulation of Midwifery. — In regulating midwifery the following 
problems must be met: the inadequate obstetrical education in medical schools, the 
dirty and untrained midwives, and the ignorance and prejudice of the immigrant 
population. There should be a uniform standard of medical education for all persons 
who take the responsibility of obstetrical cases. There should not be one standard of 
obstetrics for the poor and ignorant and another for the intelligent and well to do. — 
J. L. Himtington, Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, July 18, 1912. E. H. S. 

Competition, Natural and Industrial. — The doctrine of the survival of the 
fittest has no bearing upon the permanence of competition in industrial society or the 
desirability of its maintenance as a method of human progress. While competition 
might long remain in socialized industry, it is not a necessary factor. Its necessity will 
decKne with the increase of intelhgence and pubhc spirit. Full and voluntary co- 
operation is the ideal. — Ira Woods Howerth, The International Journal of Ethics, 
July, 191 2. J. E. E. 
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